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Decision makers must 
acknowledge the expertise 
of island-based artists, 
understanding that geographical 
location should not be a barrier. 

In challenging times, artists 
require support, and it is crucial 
to recognise the impact of island 
arts.
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A MANIFESTOMANIFESTO FOR CHANGE

Without this acknowledgment and 
support, communities are at risk 
of losing their cultural richness.

Our manifesto shows howhow 
island based artists are critical 
to our culture, whywhy it is essential 
that creative practitioners have 
support and whatwhat needs to changechange  
and be put in place. 



This manifesto has been 
created by island artists 
who took part in Culture 
Collective,  a network of 26 
participatory arts projects, 
shaped by local communities 
alongside artists and 
creative organisations.

Artists:  
Helen Robertson (Shetland) 
Barry Nisbet (Shetland) 
Sandra Kennedy (Western Isles) 
Jamilla Garrett (Orkney) 
Arwen Haselden (Orkney) 
Niamh Haselden (Orkney) 

Project Manager - Kathryn Spence, Shetland Arts 
with support from Carol Dunbar, Pier Arts Centre, 
in collaboration with An Lanntair and Taigh-
Chearsabhagh. 

Funded by Culture Collective 
through Creative Scotland.
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EVEN 
US
Acknowledge the 
extraordinary wealth of 
creatives, artists and experts 
within our island groups. 



We survive and thrive 
through our work.

We strive for excellence in 
our practice.

We promote well-being in our 
communities. 

We enrich the cultural 
landscape and add vibrancy.  

We integrate within 
communities positively.

We engage with wider 
community groups. 

We reach the folk that others 
can’t.

We enhance Scotland’s idea 
of itself as a forward-looking 
country.

We connect with issues that 
matter to people in a creative 
and non-discriminatory 
manner. 

We contribute to social 
cohesion.
 
We collaborate in our work. 

We are creative 
practitioners 
across all 
disciplines 
who are based 
on Scottish 
Islands. 



EVEN 
here
Be aware that while our 
location can hinder delivery 
and exposure of our work it 
does not diminish its quality 
and relevance.



The richness & wealth of creative 
talent within the island groups 
offers skills & heritage not found 
elsewhere. 

There is a high quality of 
traditional & contemporary work 
produced & presented in the 
islands.

Through the arts, there is 
preservation & development of 
traditional skills specific to each 
island group. 

There is an island aesthetic 
reflected in the work of many 
island artists that is distinctive.  

The island context provides a 
heightened & tangible awareness 
of the climate crisis.



EVEN 
though
times are hard, we need 
more creativity to survive 
as individuals and as 
communities.



Local public transport is limited, 
expensive & often affected by weather & 
aging vessels. Connections, even those 
within the island groups, are precarious & 
frequently cancelled.

Digital connectivity is often insufficient 
to mitigate challenges of distance. 

Collaborators, networks & peers can often 
be & feel far away.

Connections to mainland Scotland 
are expensive, involving a lot of time 
including additional overnight stays.

The islands incur higher energy costs 
with a  higher percentage of residents 
living in fuel poverty. 

Distances are a barrier to opportunities & 
audiences.  

Local expertise, knowledge & resources 
are frequently enlisted without 
compensation.

EVEN 
though



EVEN 
better
Recognise that island artists 
need support to work to their 
potential.

Celebrate the artist’s work in 
our islands, here & afar. 

Ensure recompense for 
creative practitioners, their 
work, time & knowledge. 

Increase investment in 
creative activity including 
within education & wellbeing.



EVEN 
better

Respect creativity and its 
contribution to the economy.

Ensure recognition, support & 
visibility for our work.

Nurture the next generation of 
creatives. 

Appreciate the ability of 
creative practitioners to 
problem solve.  

Increase potential & 
opportunity for creativity in our 
communities.

Utilise creative roles in defining 
place.
 
Increase awareness & 
understanding of people’s 
access requirements. 

Include those who may be 
isolated within a community.

Emphasise depth of qualitative 
change and less on quantity.



highlight the contribution 
& visibility of island artists 
globally.

EVEN 
There



Collaborate to showcase what we can do 
beyond our shores. 

Increase potential from here to there 
(physical & digital).

Share our heritage, traditions & practice 
with other places benefiting the artists 
in their development & careers while 
reflecting the riches of the islands’ culture 
away from home.  

Promote visibility of Scottish island artists.



EVEN 
you 
Can you imagine 
a life without 
culture? 

Designed & 
Published by 

Shetland Arts


